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and namelie for ſuc he as 


delight in Lards x Diſe: 
wherein thei maie ſee not onely 
the vanitie , but alſo the vileneſſe 
of choſe plates plainly diſco: 
uered and ouertho- 
wen by the wo 
of God. «xk 
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ge firft Chapter. 


that the lewſeneſſe 
and blindneſle of this our 
| age, either of ignozaunce 

=y perceiuethnot , oz of ma» 
==> lice will not buderfkande, 
what greate euill enſueth, hy the plate of 
Cardes and Diſe, and other games of 
lotte,foztune,oz chaunce (as men dſe to 
tall them) I haue thought good to putt 
doune, and by wzityng biceſſy to ſhewe, 


the argumktes and reaſons which mate 


make the inconueniences hereof to bee 
ſenſiblie percetued, yea ſeene as ſt were 
with the eye, and touched with the haud. 
And although JT knowe(bp the little er 
perifce whiche God hath giuen me) that 
in theſe euill daies ol the wozlve(where: 
in all maner ol ungodlineſſe doeth won: 

4. il. derfully 
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| 
| 


derfully abound) chere is greate ſoze of | 


mockers and contemners of God and 


good thynges,men altogether inflamed 
and ſette on fire,torun after their owne 


* pleaſures, yea and that even in the mid- 


. 
faiah.r5.1s, 


deft of the Chniſtian congregation, who 
peraduenture for all this, will not leaue 
their vanitie, and inreſpec of whom, all 
the trauaile, that Jnow take,ſhalbe but 
laboz loſte: yer becauſe I am aſſured bp 
the woozde of Sod, that the truthe ſhall 
neuer be vttered in vaine, and becauſe J 
hope, that euen in theſe wicked daics 
there are ſome (though the number bee 
but (mall) with whom good coũ ell ſhall 
peuaſle(when thei ſhall ſce the euill thei 
haue doen)to djzawe them backe fri fo 


mer incdueniences, and diſader. I haue 


lo their ſakes the moꝛe willingly attẽ 
pted this matter. Foz notablie in deede, 
and full of greate comforte , bothe in the 
inſtrudoꝝ, andthe partie inſtruded, is 
this ſaiyng ofthe holie ghoſt : Giue ad- 


monition to the wile, & he will be the 
wiſer: teach the righteous man, and he 
will increaſe in learnyng . But terrible 

fo 
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to the one, and full ofheauineſſe to the o · 


ther are theſe faiynges : Fooles deſpiſe Done 


wiſedome and inſtruction, And agatn, 


Though thou ſhouldeſt braie a foole Prouer.3y.. 


in a Morter , emong Wheate braied 
with a Peſtell,yer will not his ſooliſhe- 
neſſe, depart from hym. 


The ſeconde Chapter, 


Ere in che beginning, Z will put 
doune the tyinges J purpoſe to 
deale withall, the oder, whiche 
I minde to obſerue in handelyng ofthe 
ſame. As, firft, whether a ChziſtiT mai 
plaie, yeao2 no ? Secondlte, whether it 
be lawfufl,to plaie at any game for mo» 
ney? Chirdly, I wil name thoſe Games 


whiche J take to be vnlawfull. Fourth- 


p, J will make it plaine, by the teſtimo· 
nies of che Scripture , of auncient Fa- 
thers, generall Councelles , the Ciuill 
and Canon Lawe , yea and ofthe Pai» 
nims themſelues , that theſe plaits of 
chaunce and foztune , and namely them 
of Dile and Cardes (foz my purpoſe is 

a.ilf, ſpecially 


Glase 


wetiallie to touche them ) are not tolle 
rable, noꝛ to bee vſed ot them, whiche 
make pꝛoleſlid of Chuſtamtie.Laſtlie, 
J will aunſwere, in as fewe wozdes,as 
J can, the obiections and reaſons of ſuch 
men, as matntaine theſe Plaics. 


CThethird C hapiter. 


He firfte matter, whiche J am 

[to intreate of, is a queſtion:aud 

that is, whether a Chiiſtian 

man mate plaie,at any maner of game, 

pea 62 no?Tlhiche I thinke meete to be 

haudeied, becauſe there is in theſe daies 

emonceſt vs, nat onely diuerſitie, but 

contrarietie of iudgementes touchyng 

Libertines, this matter, Fo} the greateſt number 
Atheiſtes,and (plaie it ſelt beyng a thing, wherein the 
g pro- fleſhe verie muche delighteth ) chinke 
0. that thei maie lawtfulite plate at all ga. 
mee:an opinion ſurely verie deteſtable, 

' and to be ſhunned of all true Chziſtians. 
Anabavtifies An other ſozte there are, who ſeepng the 
and others. ul! , that enſucth of ſome games vn- 

lawlull, holde it thercloꝛe vnlaw full to 

plate 
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play at any game:a iudgement,thought 
not ſounde, and therefo2e to be auoided, 
yet nathing ſo daungerous,as the other. 
Becaule this (though ouer muche and 
moꝛe in deede then reaſon would )b2ide- 
leth the fleſhe , a thing whiche ſtandeth 
inneede of vcrp muche taming and ſub⸗ 
duyng, whereas the other loſeth the rais 
nes, openeth not a window onely, but 
a bzoad gate, to many greate miſchiefes 
and greeuous inconuentences, A Chyis 
ſtian chere foꝛe is to colider, how he map 
eſcape theſe twoo greate gulfes , and 
bow he mate ſo behane hym ſelf, that in 
this behalfe he bee no ſclaunder , to that 
holie p2ofeſſion , wherein God hath pla · 
ced hym. J, fo myne owne parte (aud 
pet in all that I wiite, J williuglie ſub- 
mitte my ſelf, and my iudgement to the 
cenſure of Gods Church) am neither (o 
leuſe, as the firſte ſoꝛte, no} ſo rigoꝛous 
02 ſcrupulous as the other: but amper- 


ſwaded(of whiche minde alſo ſaint Au- augut'n. 
gultine leemeth to be)that it is the due — 1 de Mu. 


tie of a wiſe, oꝛ godlie man, ſometymes cap 


ſo to tecrtate hym ſelf , by lawfull exer · 
d. ui. ciles, 


Techatiah f.; 
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ciſts. that he maie be able to endure, and 
holde out, in the labour of thoſe thinges, 
whiche he hath attempted and begunnt: 
and doe aſſirme, that it is good to haue 
(as it were) a bʒeathyng tyme, Þ after. 
wardes he maie returne moze chearful. 
lie to his oꝛdimarie trauaile and labour, 
Tee ſee, that the holte ſcripture ( which 
is the one lie rule, to trie out good and e · 
ut!) bothe maketh mention of plaiyng, + 
and permitteth the ſame to Chuſtians, - 
In the Pꝛophet Zechariah, wee haut 
theſe wooꝛdes , And the ſtreates of the 
Citic ſhall bee full of boies and gitles, 
plaiyng in the ſtteates thereof. Alſo, 
when ſain Paule ſaicth, Whether ye 
cate ot dtinke, or vw 1 ye doe, 
doe all to the glorie of God : ue mate 
vnderſtande this woorde , whatſoever, 
to compꝛehende any godlie and honeſt 
recreation: whiche without doubte ts as 
lawfull foꝛ vs, by reaſon ofthe infirmt 
tie, and weakeneſſe of our Nature, as ts 
dunke, meate, ſlepe, oꝛ any other thing, 
when we haue neede thereof. And as we 
maie by our Sauiour Chziſtes wozdes 
u 
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and in S. Marke plainly gather this point: ane. 27 
res, to witte: Ihat the Sabbath was made 

ne: for man and his vic,and all to this ende, 

aue that it might bee referred to Gods glo 

ter rie, his owne good, and the benefite and 

ful. mofite of others. So J ſuppoſc, that a 

ur. man mate ſafelte , and without any me 

uch iudice to the truthe conclude, that hon ſt 

e- and la wtull recreation. hath been innen 

in, ted ko; manne and faz his healthes lake, 

86. and the pꝛeſeruattd of bits ir I mcane 

Ie not, that plate can pꝛolong manacs life, . 
the don all aur dates are numbꝛed, ſo that we 
es, camot paſſe them) in whiche whtle wee 
(o, are, we haue(no doubt) wonder full, and 
ye bnſpeakable occaſions offered vs, religi 
de, auſlie and holilte to (erue the Loꝛde our 
ut God. TUhiche J thinke ta bee one ofthe 
er, cheefeſt cauſes, why GOD hath placed 
ft men in this moꝛlde, and one of the erea- 
7s teſt reaſons whiche mor ed David, Ec TCGs. 
th bah and others, todeſire ofthe Loꝛde. 
ts long life, and continuarnce vypon the 
T, pearth . I confeſſe in deede, that all and 
c eucrp one of our actions, cught ta be te 
s ferredtothe glozic of Cod, and the evi 5 
n a. 9. tation 
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ration and pꝛolite ofour neighbours, 
Neither doubt J, but that,if wee ſo⸗ 
lace our ſe lues honef{p and godlie, ther 
by indeuouting to mainteine(as muche 
as in vs licth) our ſtrength, to vpholde 
healthe, to repaire our forces , by conti 
nuaunce in ſome ererciles , a little as it 
were decaicd, torefreſhe our Spirites, 
dulled oꝛ oucrwhelmed with ſome la⸗ 
bours oz ſtudies: and all this wee doe to 
this ende, that wee mate afterwardes, 
when our duetie requireth, moꝛc tovful- 
lie and che arfully gtue our (clues over 
ta that callyng, whercin it hath pleaſcd 
God to ſette vs, and might bee thereby 
made the rioze fitte and better able to 
perfozme the ſame: T doubte not I ſaic 
but that in the cude, this ſhall redounde 
bothe tothe nlozp of Ged., whom by this 
meane, wee ſerue moze reatilic: and to 
the good of aur ucighbours, whom, wee 
becvng freſhe and well diſpoſed thereta, 
maic mo2e caſclie and conmodiouſiie 
helpe, accoꝛdyng to ſuche abilitic,as the 

Loe bath giuen vs, 

The nature aud ſpirite of man, maie 
in 
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in my iudgrment, be aptly compared to 


a Bowe, which how ſtrong ſoeuer it be, 
if it bee alwaies kept bent, is not onelie 
in daunger of marring:but by that mea- 
nes beconmumeth, bothe verie weake,and 
afterwardes beepng dzawen , is eaſelie 
bzoken:buc if it be bent, foꝛ the time that 
a man vſeth ta ſhoote in theſame,and af- 
terwardes vnbent, ſette vp and kept in 
good onder, it is pꝛeſerued and cõtinueth 
along while, No man J thinke, hath c- 
uer denied, but that it is lav ſull and fart 
for a Chꝛiſtian, ił he be ſickt, to vie oꝛdi 
narie and godlie meanes loꝛ the tecoue 
ty of health. And why J pꝛay you ſhould 
it ber leſſe lawrull to vſe la wtull and ho- 
neſt meanes, fo: the continuaunce and 
meſeruation of healthe: The vſe of god⸗ 
lie meanes is not valawlull, but truſt in 
them is ſoꝛbidden . To vſe them, with 
truft in them, is to ſhutt God out ofthe 
doozes, and place his creatures in his 
ſteede , On the other ſide, to neglette 02 
refuſe them. whiche God hath oꝛdeined, 
is to tempt Cod, and therfoze we ought 
warely to ſyunne, and auoide bothe tixeie 
extremi⸗ 
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extrennties. Uerelpin my wdgement,” 


this ſhould be too greate a crueltie in us 
wiſe to graunt that a nature ouermuche 
wearied with ſtudie , oz a manne ouer: 
w2ought with trauaile, might not 0 
ſhould not recreate hym ſelf. And on the 
other ſide, this were too create a leuſe 
neſle, to let hym vſe at all tymes,lawfull 
recreation, 02 at anp other tyme vnlaw- 


full recrcati9..J take plate at honeſt ang 


lawfull games, to be a thing allowable, 
and lawtull, an d to bee of the number of 
thoſe thunges, whiche are lefte in Chun 
ſtian libettie:whiche libertir wee mufte 
not abuſe, as an occaſion vnto the fleſhe, 
but accozdpng to ſuche rules, as GDD 
bath lefte foz the lawfull vſe of theſame 
in his hohe woꝛdt. Tlherefoze J foꝛba 
not, neither doe J condemne all maner 
of plate : pea, I thinke it not euill, that 
ſometymes a Chziſtian man plaie and 
refreſhe hym ſelf. ꝛouided alwaie, tha 
ſuche recreation aud delight, bee in thin 


ges lawful and honeſt, & that alſo with | 


moderation o meaſure , Foz it is not 


meete , that men ſhould ſpende at plaie | 


(though 
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(though the plaie it ſelf be neuer ſu law · 
full) either thoſe thinges, oz that tyme, 
whiche God hath allotted hym, to other 
endes and purpoſes. Fo2 God hath gin? 
him goodes fo2 the mainteinance of him 
ſelfand hes familie, and the releeupng of 
thoſe , whiche want neceſſarie ſuccour 
and maintenaunce. The Lode hath al · 
ſo ym a tpme , whache e 
ought co ſperide, in the faithful diichar 

gyng of that office , whiche the Loe 
bath lated vpon bym. So that whoſoe- 
ver ſhall thus erceffiuelte and vnlawful⸗ 
ly, waſte theſe good thinges(pea J (are, 
though it were at lawfull games ) ſhalht 
ſubiecte to Gods heame tdgemente,fo? 
the miſerable and wicked abuſpng of 
thoſe his good giftes: and ſhaf{ no doubt 
(vnlefſe ſperdy and vnfeined repentance 
enſue)fecle the hande of God vpon him, 

for his ſynne and tranſereſſi5, And thus 
muche taz the aunſwerynm of che, which 
think it not lawfull to plap at any game: 

ih | withſomewhat alſo touching thf, which 
it | thinke it law{ull ts plaie at all games, 
on + Battheſe men ſhalbe mote particularly 
| and 
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and fullie anſwered , inthe diſcourſe of 
this treatie, and namely in the laſt chap 
ter thereof, 


g The fourth (hapter, 


] Ouchpng the ſeconde poinct, J 
q fearenot toaffirme , that it is 
- vnlawfull to plate foꝛ money, ii 
whme it, and purſe it vppe when it u 
wonne, that is to ſate , either fo a mm 
to loſe his owne money, o2 to winne ay 
other mans, and ſo to make gaine ofthe 
ſame . As conternyng bothe their per: 
ſones,that is, the winner and the loſer, 
J ſaie generally, that thei both doe euill 
in this, in turnyng vpſide doune the ns 
ture of plate, and the ende, fo2 whiche 
plate and gamenyng was deutſed , Fe 
whereas plate was appointed in the be« 
ginnyng, oncly for the exerciſe ofthe bo 
die, o recreation of the ſpirit, theſe men 
omittyng thoſe endes, make it a mean 
to gaine 02 get money by, and ſo chaſige 
and alter the nature of recrtation, into 
kinde of vnhoneſt and vnlawfull gamt, 
whiche thyng Chatſtians(bee it _ | 
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eo ge it much) are plainelp foꝛbidden bp the 
ap wonde ol God. And as touching the par» 
tie that loſeth. he is depꝛiued ol that vea 
though it ber but a little) whiche ether 
might doe good in his familie, o2 pꝛoſite 
other the nerdie members of Chiiſt:be- 
ſide that whiche followeth vpan this lo⸗ 
ſing,as diſquietnes ofminde at the leaff, 
if not curſing , ſweareyng, quarellyng 
and ſuche other like, whiche make the 
matter on his ſide, and in reſpect of hym 
much moꝛe intoller able: Adde to al this, 
| what wiſedome doeth it argue to bee in 
that man, who when he hath the poſſeſ- 
ſion of a thyng in his owne handes, will 
by Cardes, Diſe, and ſuch other vnlaw⸗ 
kul exerciſes, make triall whether it ſhal 
be his owne : And if che losſer fall into 
theſe inconueniences , ſs that on bis be- 
hall, it is not lawful foꝛ him to plate foꝛ 
money, by what right 02 reaſon ſhall we 
an thinke,it maie be lawfull in the winner. 
igt ¶ That which he gettethat plate, he mult 
toi tt either by right oꝛ by wong, for be- 
nt, twene theſe twoo, there is very little 02 
- + nomeane at al: It he get it wꝛong fully, 

4, 
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J thinke all the wozlve will condemne * 
hym cherefo2e; becauſe that though the 
woꝛlde delight in wꝛongfull dealing, yet 
fuche is the might and power of truthe, 
(and that euen in tht᷑ whiche doe w2ong 
them ſelues )that it maketh them to dif 
like that vice in others, where with they 
them ſelues bee defiled and infected , N 


thei will ate, thei get it rightfully, let chi 


ſhewe by what lawe. This ſaipug of the 
comon Lawier.id pofſumus quod iure 
oflumus , wee maie dooe that onely 
which by lawe we may do, is(bauing i 
godly interpꝛetatiõ)a very good ſaipng,! 
Sure J am, that all the Gameſtete in 
wonlde, if thei ſhould late their heads to 
gether, ſhal neuer be able to — 
by the lawe of God, oꝛ by mans lawe, 
that plaie was at any cyme receiued . 
mongſt men, to be(as it were )acertai” 
kinde of Parchandtze,trafiick, and bay; 
gainyng await of our coodes, 0) a lau 
tull meanes whereby to get other mem 
ooddes. Amongſt al the lawes of men 
whiche haue at large ſette out all hontt 
meanes, rightly to tome by, and nn” 
J 
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| ly to poſſeſſe the goods of an other, the 
tiuill Lawe is very excellent, and hath 
moſte largely and carefully put doune 
the ſame, and yet amongſt all the honeſt 
meanes there declared, plate is not ſo 
muche as recited oz reckoned vp, naye 
cannot bee compiiſed , either directly oz 
indirectly,vnder any terme there expzeſ- 
ſed. There is ment id made of bargaines 
of ſale , of hiryng of others thynges , of 
pzomiling to leaue a thing better then a 
man findeth it, and ſuche like, by whiche 
. wee maie tuftſp haue and poſſeiſt that, 
whiche is an others, but of lawfull pol: 
ſeſſpnex an other mans goods gutten by 
plate, not ſo muc he as one wonde, title 
on iotte, tendyng to that ende. Do that 
(ſetyng neither in Eod his lawe, no2 
mans, any thing is found for it) we may 
well inferre, that whoſoener takethj and 
withholdeth the money of another , ha 
uyng wonne it at plate, withholdeth it 
without any lawfull cauſe, and therſoe 
hath it with an cuill conſcience . And ik 
this ſhould be permitted, ſe what would 
inſue thereupon; men ſhould hing in an 
b.. vnlatiable 
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vnſatiable couetouſneſſe , in the place of .' rat 
the recrcation ofthe mynde, and an ear fer 
neſt delice to beguile one an other, u @ 
ſteede of delightyng aud reiayſing the an 
ſpirite , whiche is ſo farre of from refre an 
ſhyng either ol the parties which plaie, G 
that it is a continuall trouble and bop- m 
lyng in them, one while hauyng agree | ne 
die deſire ts winne and gaine that which * m 
is another mãs, and an other while ver» ; th 
er and moued, that he ſhall lee and io 1 
groe his owne , And though there were . E 
neuer ſo many cuſtomes, palit ick lawes,  C 
euill vſes, and coxruptions of maners, a 
ſet againſte this truthe, that here J put | £ 
doune (albeit fox my parte J knowe no a 
lawe oꝛ cuſtome, that ſaiech other wiſe 1 
then J ſate here ) yet durſt I boldly ad- 

uouche, that to winne money at plate, 

and to purſe it vp, is vtterly intollerable 


directly , againſt this laſt commanunde- 


- mentofthe ſeconde Table: Thou ſhalt 


not couet: iq; tell me ( I pzaie you )who | 
is he among al the plaiers inthe world, 


d 
x 
k 
and viſawfull, yea that it is plainely and 
j 
f 
| 
1 
that hath not this greedie de ſire in hom, 
rather 
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.' rather ta inne an other mans, then to 
eeſe his dwae,though he plaic faz neuer 


{@ little 02 ſmall a ſomunet And herein J 

am not alone , foz am etheLawes . 
andtatutes of Geneua (a Citie fo2 the The lawes of 
Godliaes there mattiſcd, wozthie ofall enga- ng 
men tobe reuerenced ) it is decreedthat IId, (21.30. 
no man plate at any maner of game fa pag.. lun. l. 
money, whoſocuer ſhall doe otherwile, 

ſhall koꝛleite thyceſcone ſhillinges iu mo⸗ 

ne v, and ande tee dues in pnſonmtt. 

That uot able man Peter Martir, iu his Peter Martir 
Commentaries vpon the Judges, both 10 c3P 141% 
aunſwearcth ay abiection, that men vie . pag 4.1m. 
to make fo2 their vefeace in this behalf, +4.%c. 

and platuly declareth his mynde herein. * 
His wozdes are theſt: But ſome ſay,thei 

delight not in plaie, except thct plate foz 

maaeyp, But I wflldemaunde of them, 

to what vſe thei intende to beſto ue that 

money Meratututure thei will cue, vp 

pan a feaſte. Thy not rather uppon the 

pooe: But I ſaie. it is much better and 

later not to ꝓlaie faz any money: fa2 als 

though it maie be, that thou thy ſelf art 


not touched with couetouſne s, the other 


| d. ij. : pet 
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pet with whom thou plaieff, is peradub + 
ture touched:letthe occaſions vnto tull 
be taken awaie, which otherwiſe are vs 
ry many, whiche moue vnto euill, xc, 
Horromanus Maiſter Franciſcus Hottomanus, net 
ubs devlurit oncly a create learned Lawier, but a 
Chuſtian Lawier, is of the ſame iudge· 
| ment alſo, and teacheth, that by the very 
oꝛder and diſpoſitton of the Ciuilllawe, ' 
ga7:c gotten at plate, and purſed vp.is i 4 
thing foꝛbidden and tuſtly to be difliked, | 
Neither is Saint Auguſtine farre from | 
this myndt. who u illeththat the money 
woe ot plate, ſhould bee giuen to the 
pon: tothe ende, that bothe the looſer 
(jos be pumiſhed, not hauyng agamt, 
that whiche he loſt : and the v inner alſo 
deprived ofhis hope, hauyng nothing of 
that, which he had euil rotten. Be ſides, | 
what reaſon is there J pate pou , to 
turne that , whiche was fourde out and 
deuiſed fox mans recreation, into an oc- 
caſion of couetouſne ſſe and filthie gaiuc? | 
Ahat ſhewe of reaſon is there in this, 
that ( thert being ſo many pooze as there 
are,inche Churche ol God, and they to 
in 
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— in ſuch grrate miſerie # ncede)he which 
boy is called a Ch2iftti, and bzother of theſe 
| pode, and acknowledgeth them fo the 
members of Jeſus Ch:iſte, ſhould plate 
ta and ſpende his money at his pleaſure, 
and that at vulawful games, rather then 
— to diſtribute it in almes, and giue it to 
— his pooꝛze neten, who in the Scriptu · 1Giah.$2.7. 
10 tes art talled his owne fleſhe * Cannot 
1 money ( beyng of it ſelf the good giſte of 
wn Sod, be better imployed, then unthut- 
ly tobe conſumed at Cardes, Dice, and 
other valawfull games + It wee would 
 looke well about vs, we ſhould ſee, that 
; withir, many pooze childzen might bee 
mauided tog, and inſtructed in knows 
ledge and religion, and ſo become after- 
; wardemoſfirable members in the church 
' 2common wealth: we ſhall finde many 
ficke and weake ones, which haue nerde 
to be relicued, and many p2iſoners and 
txiles, chat ought to be comtoꝛted:ts mi 
+ niſter vnto whom if we bee able, rather 
then waſte it at vnlawfall games, our 
dueties pzeſcribed vnto vs in the worde 
of D, doe very fkraightly binde vs. 
b. ij. CLlhac 
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TUbat a greefe and hozro2 of conſcience, 
v ulbe vnto vs one date, though now we 
tonſidi r not ot te, when wee ſhall buyt 
this our pleaſurt ſo deart : Tlere tt na 
Lues. better fo: vs, tu ſollowe Chuiſtes coun: 
ſell, and to make vs frendes with our 
money, not thoſt whiche wanne it from | 
vs in plate (for utithe r docth our Sau 
our Chiſte meane it of ſuche , neither | 
(hall thei ſtande vs in any ſterde at that 
daie, vnle ſſe it be to be witneſſes of um 
ſynunes, and tu attcuſt us) but the Godly 
pot, vppon whom , locke whatſocuet 
we beſtowe, we ſhall bee ſure ta baue u 
plertiiuily , wich grtate pofite and in 
creaſe reſt ed vnto vs agam. in the daie 
Avgu tom s. ot that great iudgcment of God, Augu- 
colum. i d. ſtme will not haur a faithful man, to 
giue his money to a Juga ler, n Dtage 
pluer, although that by his trauaile and 
pleaſure, wee receine (ome pleaſure: | 
muche lefſe me thinketh ſhould he ſuffer 
idem tom.. bs, to giue our money vuto a gameſter, 
colum.4«4-4- whiche plaieth with vs, and whom we 
our lelues fo2 our parte make merieas 
well as he maketh vs met: 3 
n 
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then mp concluſion, that the plaiyng fox 
money, and the purſyng ol it vp, when 
it is obtained and gotten in plate is vn- 
luufull, bothe in reſpecte of the Chyn it 
ſell ( betauſe it taketh awate the end, why 
platyng was oꝛdained): and alſo of the 
perſones , becauſe the loſer is vniuftlie 
diſpoſſeſſed of his owe, + the other vn- 
lawfullie poſſeſſed in that, whiche is an 
other mans. Neither will J here make 
any diſtincid of laies o Games, Fox 
whether the Game it ſelf be good oꝛ cuil 
tollerated oꝝ foꝛbidden, it ſkilleth not in 
this behalfe . And pet I muſte confeſſe, 
that it is a greater tuill, co winne it at 
balawfull games, then other wiſe. 


gv. Chapter, 


Ette noh to declare, whiche 
#4 br plaics prohibited + vnlaw- 
Xt full. Touchpng whiche, firſt 4 
affirme,that all ſuche plaics as the laue 
andcuſtome of the Countrie where a 
man doeth liue, foꝛbiddeth, are to be held 
as vnlawfull, but yer with this conditt6 
b. luij. th. d 
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that thoſe lawes thus foꝛbiddyng ſuche * © 
plaies,be grounded vppon ſome honeſte > 
and holy conſiderations:ather wiſe if the | 
Magiſtrate fozbid ſuch plates, as Chi- 
ſtians maie lawfully vſe, I thinke, that 
if the Chuſtianvſe thoſe games fozbid | 
den, with certaine Godly conditions, he 
doeth not offende, Py meanyng is this, 1 
that in ſuch cales,menare to take heede, | 
that thet doe nothing openly, to the pub > *' 
like contempt of the oꝛder taken by the 
Magiſtrate, whom God hath placed o 
uer them: neither pratelyin-the p26 
ſence of thoſe, whiche are ſcrupulous m 
conſcience, Touchyng the obſcruation, | 
of all whatſoener politiue Lawes of 
Nꝛinces, leaſt that by this doyng, they 
ſhould by their examples, make others 
to neglect publike ozders, and dꝛaw vp- 
pon them the wꝛath ofthe pzince ( which 
is as a meſſenger of death, and like the 
| _ * xmyng ofa Lion)foz their tranſgreſſion * 
16... ot his Lawe, and greeueoz trouble the 
myndes of the weake , Fo? plaie beyng 
as J ſated befoze , a thyng allowable 02 
lawfull gg . 
onely 
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ondy what we mate doe, but alſo, what 
ſhall bee p2ofitable to2 vs to doc: and to Corn. 70. 
looke not to our ſelues alane, but with pou 
ill to haue an eve to this, that we greeue 
not þ conſciences of the weake. Second · 
ip, I ſuie. chat al choſe plates are vnla u · 
full,m which there are alurementes and 
mouocations (whether it be by woꝛdes, 
deedes,countenances,02 any other uc 
whatſocuer either ſecrece o open) ta 
wantoneſſe, diſſolutenes, oꝛ diſhanettte, 
be it I ſue, either in effect, oꝛ be it oneiy 
in woꝛdes and appearauace. Touchyng 
the derdes, I chinke there are but (ewe 
ſo wicked that will denie it. Touchyng 
the countenaunce, woꝛdes, and appca- 
raunce, perhappes ther will make ſame 
ſtate, and ſaie that it cannot he. To aun- 
ſwere whom, though I might alledge, 
many good and ſounde realons, vet be. 
calle the holy Scripture ia that,. where» 
by we mult ſtoppe the moutheg of al ad- 
uerſaries of the truthe, I will make char 
alone,mp foundatts aud ground woke, 
touchyng this matter, Foz countenance 
we ſee what our Sauiout ſaieth, Clho- 
b. v. locuer 
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Math. f. 8. ſocuer looketh vpon a woman to luſt al. ö 


ter her, hath committed adulterie with 
her alreadie in bis harte. The conſidera. 
tion whcrof made Cauid to pꝛait to the 
Lode, to turne a wait his eyes from te. 
garding vanitie, And as foz woꝛdc s cur 
Dauiour alſo te lleth vs, that of euery 
idle woozde that men ſhall ſpeake , they 
ſhall cine account thereof at the date of 
Judgement: the conſideration whereof 
made Oauid in an other place to pꝛate, 
and laic:S ct a watche, O Love befoze 
my mouthe, aus kcepe the doozxeofmy 
ltppcs. And as fo appearaunce,the holy 
Ghokte is ſo p2ecile thet ein, that by the 
mouth ofthe Apoſtie Sainct Paule, b 
commaundeth vs to abſtaine from all 
out warde ſhewe and appearaunce of e⸗ 
uill. By whiche we gather, that all theſe 
filthic plates of daunſinges, maſkingts, 
mummynges, aud other the like, ould 
be baniſhed and dzinen farre awaie,from 
the companie of Chyfltans,bceauſe thei 
bee not ont ly little entraunces, 02 ſim all 
begirupuges to muche wic kedneſſe, hut 
fierbzandes , o; rather in deede, — 

ames 
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flames of villanous and ferrece whores 
domes, and many other vices: A thirde 
ſoꝛte of plates there ts, whiche be vnlaw· 
full, and theſe in one nenerallcternte ,Y 
call the games of chaunce . J call theſe 
games, 02 plates ofchaunce , ta whiche 
men are directed, rather hy chaunce, to 
obtaine the game and victoꝛie. at ſuthe a 
plate, then by cumpuq and industrie. 
Thai oł old tyme were want ale, co call 
theſe games the plates of chaunct oꝛ ha» 
ard, and thei did define them alter this 
maner. Plate of Chaunce 92 havard, is 
all maner of plate, where the aduenture 
and euent ol chaunce, bevng as it were 
hiddt and vnknowne, the victoꝛte by the 
ſame chaunte, is q uen and nouq ht vn⸗ 
to him that winneth. There wes okt deſe 
games many hi de of ſoʒtes. as appeas 
reth by tuhus Pollux, all winche the men 
ofoldetyme,did [op)iſc v3nider this woꝛd 
Deca. as the Frenchmen at this date det 
the ſame , vnder the name of Caryes, 
and Diſe : againſt whiche, as I myndt 
chiefly ta ſpeake in this treatie: fo here 
I patdoune , that enen fo2 this rraſon. 

becauſe 
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becauſe theibe games ofchaunce 0) fo» · 
tune (as we callit)that therefore thei be 
not one ly daungerous, but alſo intolle- 
rable, and altogether vnlawfull. And be» 
cauſe J will not be thought to be alone, 
I thinke it not amiſſe here to put doune 


Peter Martirs iudgement touchyng this 


matter. We muſt decree ſateth he that 
ſuche plaies, ought not to bee ſuffred, | 


which are coueredby chaunce and raſh» + 


neſlc, ſo that in them goods and money 
are indaungered, becauſe it belongeth 
tothe publike wealth, tõ ſee that thivges 
be rightly gouerned,and GDD giueth 
goods to bee ſpent to uod vſes: and be- 
cauſe by it ſpzpng oftencypmes horrible 
blaſphemies,and robbing ol out frẽdes, 
and a couetous deſire of other mennes 
goods, is ſtirred vp, beſides the create 
loſſe of tyme. It am man will deni. thẽ 
to bee games of chaunce, that is caſelp 
anſweared. Foꝛ muſt not men take that 
whiche the Die caft, oz the Carde delt, 
giueth and bꝛingeth. So that though we 
would gladly haue, either a better caſt 
at Diſe, oʒ a better game at Cardes, 

per 


SD I os ao. et an a a en ad A. has 


—_—_ was WT WWW SY WwVT WS pw SR WHwEECBST LE TT 6a Ww 


for Camefters. 


yet wee cannot, but muſte content our 


ſelues with thai, whiche the Dile, oz the 
Cardes giue vs. Therevpon it ſollo- 
weth, that the victote falleth, where it 
pleaſethrhe Cardes and Diſe to giue it: 
of whiche mpnde alſo , even Tullic hym 
ſeifis , who wꝛiteth thus ? hat is lot 
02 chaunce: Cuen that in derde whiche it 
is, to tnowe the Diſe, in whiche thyn · 
ges, raſhneſle and chaunce, not reaſon 
and counſaile pꝛeuaileth. Yea but ſome 
will ſate , wee can lo ſette the Carves 
and the Oile , that we can winne when 
wee liſt , and haue what game ſeemeth 
good to our ſelues: ſo that it is not by 
chaunce,but as plcaſeth vs. To whiche 
I faie,that though this might bee ſome 
pete of an amſwere,to wit, that many 
times, the cunningeft in that wickednes 
are detetued, yet J ad that this is a ho2- 
rible ſynne, added vnto ſynne, not ouely 
by vnlawfull games to ſpople men, of 
that whiche is their owne , but alſobp 
treacherie and deceipt to winne it from 
them, Dow much J pate pou doth this 
differ from couſuage , fozbidden by the 

lawe 
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lawe of our Landes And how much doth } 
couſuage differ from a certaine ſecrete ' 
kinde of theft, which4s foꝛbidden by the 
lawe of & DD And how many are the | 
places in holp Scripture, by which ſuch 
craftie and deceiucable dealinges be for» | 
bidden ; Beſides that therevpon inſuech 
commonly, bjaulyuges , quarelynges, 
fightyuges , blowes , pea many tymes 
murther . But moze of this particulare 
matter of Cardes and Diſe, in the next ' 
Chapter lollowpug. 


. 9 The frext Chapter. 


Iris Chapter , J willac- 
e coxvpng toozder before ſpecs 
2; ("3 fied, put downe pokes, plains 
| l declaryrg the vnla wtulues 
of theſe game z of Ore | Cartes. And 
firſt to beginde withehe ſcriptures and 
reaſons ametedthertunto. I take theſe 
games of Oise and Cardes, beyng as 
Jſurd beloze, games of lat, hazard, 03 
Gauncc,:oveefiatly agaiuſte the thirds 
commaunde ment, thou ſhalte not take 
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the name ofthe Lode thy God in vaine, 
The teaſon that leadeth me thercunto is 
this. Lot, o chaunce(as we call it) is one 
ofthe pyincipall teſtunonies of the po- 
wer of God, becauſe it is ruled and go 
uerned immediatly, by his hand and pꝛo⸗ 
uidence,and was neurr oꝛdeined of God 
loꝛ any thyng, but fo2 matters of greate 
weight , and ncuer vſed amongeſt the 
Godlp , but in cauſes of greate impo - p. 74 f. 4. 
taunc e, as in partvng of goods, diuidyng 
ol landes, electid of Pagiſtrates, choiſe 
of Pimſters, and ſuch like thynges, and Samy. 0.20.25 
was appoiacted to take awaie, all occa - Attes.1.26. 
ſioa of heate, in woꝛdes, and quarclles, 

and coꝛruptions in ſpeache. Now for vs 

to take that, which God hath appointed 

ta ſogreate and holy vſes onciy, and to 

applie it , to ſeruc our fonde affections, 

in euery light trifle, 4 caſe of no weight, 

what is it, hut to treade vader faote, the 

omduaunce and inſtitution of God, aud 

ſo conſequently, ts bee tranſgreſſoꝛs of 

that thirde Tommaundement. Beſides 

that, it ſeemeth to bee a maner oltemp⸗ 

pug ol God, when wee knowe, that — 

wi 
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will not haue this vſed , but in matters 


of create weight andimpoztaunce, ana . 


vet wee will vſe it, in thynges of us vas 
tue , as though we would make God, a 
ſeruaunt of our pleaſures laughters and 
delightes, and would knowe , whether 
he haue any care thereof,then the which, 
what can bee moꝛe ſtraunge to utter, oz 
fearetull to thinke<Secondlp, the ſpirite 
of God commaſiveth vs. to redeeme the 
tyme, that we haue loſte, byererciſpng 
our ſelues in vaine, idle, and vnp2ofita- 
ble thinges , and to heſtowe that tyme, 
whiche we now haue, in good and holy 
tchynges, and ſuch as in de de mate ſerue 
to edification and pzofite , The reaſon 
whiche the boly Ghoſt vſeth to moue vs 
thereunto,is thts,fo2 the daits are euill, 
as it he would ſay:the moꝛe coꝛrupt, that 
the maners of this worlde ate, ſo muche 
the moꝛe nerde wee haue, tovſe ali ſea- 
ſons, and to take all occaſions, and to ſet 
nothyng befoze vs , but the good, holie, 
am acceptable will ef God, To whiche 
alſo we mait adde,acco2ding to the truth 
ot Gods woozde , an other taken from 
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the bꝛittleneſſe and ſhoꝛtnes al our owne 
lues here in this wonlde. Therevpon 
Jinferre,that when ſoeuer it ſhall pleaſe 
God, to giue vs a tyme and occaſion to 
bee occupied , either in rradyng, oꝛ hea- 
ryng his holy wode,wiſitpng the pooze, 
comfoztyng the afflicted, on doyng ſuche 
ae chynces , it muſte bee taken quick- 
lie . Fo occallon is balde behpude , and 
there mate ( becauſe many thynges fall 


- betweene the Cuppe , and the vpper 


lippe fall out ſome lette, whiche we our 
ſelues doe not foꝛſte, and whiche maye 
turne vs aware from dovng that gocu. 
Paeouer, we our ſelaet art caſely dꝛa- 
ven by vanitte and vaine perſwaſions, 
either of our dune ſleche, oi af our fren- 
des, from ſuche gadlie ererciſes, CCihile 
we haue time thertfoꝛe, let vs dor good. 
Is not this thinke pou , a p2ette redee- 
myng tyme, to ſpende it awaie in Ot- 
lyng, Cardyng, and ſuche other vngos 
heererciſes , as neither G wood, 
non godlit men tithor allo we 82 like of? 
The holte Ghoſt, by ſaintꝭ Peter telle ch 
bs, that n ought to be ſuſſicient ſot vs, 

c. j. that 


pſalm. . . 4. 
&c. 


Galath.6.19, 


1.Peter 4 i» 


- 


eA G laſſe 


that we haue ſpent the time paſt ofour | 
life atter the luſtes of the Gentiles, wil - 
kyng in wantonneſſe, la(tes, &c,CUee 
7 ſaie onthe other ſide, no it is not enough 
we will ſpende vet aitttle moꝛe tyme in 
theſe wicked deligthtes and pleaſures. 
What is this cls I pꝛaie vou, hut to lyt 
flumberiug, in the dead ſleepe of the cop- | 

ruptton of our owne nature, J had al- 
| molt ſaied, to ſynne vpon pꝛeſumptiom | tas 
| And beſides let vs knowe this, that this 4 chi 
ourpleaſure,will in the ende without re» | Pat 
pentaunee , berecompenſed wich hozrt- | tr 
ble paine and puniſhment. Thirdlp, this Fe 
plaie of Cardes and Di t, carrieth with | bre 
it a manifeſt conte pt ofthe Pagiſtratt, w* 
who hath toꝛbuden the ſame, upon good mn 
and holy conſiderations : and is beſides W: 

an offence and greife ofconſcience , not 
oncly tothe weake, but allo to others, - 37 
whiche be ol greater ſtrength, who ſee- | on 
pac the mamfolde miſchie les, and daie- b 
4y incanueniences, iaſuyng vpoit ſuche m 
Miates, are cariedinto ſuche a godly ha | 0 
tred audveteſtationoftheſame,that thei in 
caunot awaie at any hande, tobe holde it VB 
- 0 
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u ſte it. But iolle fellowes willthinke, 
| this mit be ealely aunſwered thus: It 
theiliſtnot to looke vppoa it, thei maie 
abſent them ſelues. But to them T lair, 
firſt that affence riſeth nat only by ſight. 
but alſo vpoa the hearyng 02 knowyng 
of that ta be doen , whiche is valawfull, 
| Secondly,that chei declare themſclues, 
tobe voide of that (ane godly and chart- 
table ſptriLe, whiche ourrht to bee in the 
chilozen of God. I am ſure that Saing 
Paule was ot an other ntpuve, in a wat; 
ter ol gie atet imp ntaumce then plais, 6 
For be (aic J as. J rn . Com.. 
brother, Il cate uo fleſbe while the 
wotlde! tagdaghu I may nat offend 
my brother. There is uo muie ia the 
wazlhe. J thinke la blinde, but he ſecth 
that the uſe af meate, fay the crengthe⸗ 
nyng of the bodic, is uerꝝ nete ſcarie. and 
one of the gzdinarie medatg. which God 
bath appoincted fox the in untenauncc of 
mans life, Jad pet Paule had ſuch a laut 
dothe bꝛettnen (makyng hymſelf there» 
w an etam ben vs ta we) that be 
would! ly fo2goe , chat neteſſarie 
c.. nouriſh- 
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nouriſthment, rather then greiue oꝛ ol 
fend them. But theſe men will nat leaue 
that , not onely whiche thei mate leaue, 
without hurte of their bodies and lives, 
but alſo whiche thei ought to leaue , lo 
feare ofdiſpteaſing God. Fo2 mp parte 
J cannot fee,what this ſhonld be els,but \ h. 
that ſo ſinnyng againſt the bzethzen, and | x. 
woundpng the conſcience ol the Godly, | gon 
thei ſinne againſt Chꝛiſte. But perhaps 
the vngodly runnyng ko warde in ſinne, 
will ſate, that S. Paule ſpeaketh there, 
ol meates dedicated to Tools, I graunt 
chat. That then? Therefoze thei ſaie it 
ſerueth not againſt plate at Cardes and 
Diſe , This is but a ſhite, and ſheweth 
the cozrupt nature ofman, who will al- 
waies gather figge leaues to couer his 
nakedneſſc, and fiſthineſſe withall , Fo2 
myowne parte, though Þ ſee no reaſon 
tothe contrarte , why the vſe of Tdola- 
frous meates,ſhould not be as tolſcrable 
and lawficl amongft Chyiftians,as vn» 
lawfull and wicked games, pet will J | 
meſſe them with an other plate, from 
whiche thei all neuer bee able to ſhifte 
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them ſelues , though they had the wyli⸗ 
nefſe of al men liuyng. In the Epiſtle to 
the Romaines the Apoſtle ſateth thus. 
[tis good neither to eate fleſhe, not to 
drinke Wine, nor to dooe any thyng, 
whereby thy brother ſtumbleth, or is 
offender|,or made weake. Their diſtin- 
tion of Joolatrous meates here, wil not 
true the turne , Foxthe Apoſtle ſpea» 
keth not of any ſuche thing,but ſhe weth 
that bothe the vſe of Chuſtian libertie, 
and all the life of a Chziſtian man,ought 
tobe referred to this end, chat we ſhould 
builde vp one another by good wozkes, 
in ſo muche , that wee ſhould holde that 
thyng, whiche of it ſelf is pure and law- 
full, tn reſpect that it offenderh our b10+ 
ther, vncleane and vnlawfull . Beſides 
theſe cenerall termes ( of any thyug doe 
take awaie from them, all cloake and 
colour of replipng.So that, vnleſſe thet 
wil open their mouthes againſt heauen, 
thei muſt needes yerld to this truth: the 
contempt of whiche (hall bee grevouſlÞ 
puniſhed , as mate plamly be gathered, 
dy the wozdes of Chaiite ſatyng,whoſo 
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ener fall oſſende one of theſe little ones 
whiche deltut in me, it were better fen 
bym , that a Muſtone were hanged a- 
boute his net ke, aud that he were d2ou- 
ned in the depth of the Sea, 

Fourthlp , this plate of Diſe and 
Cardes, is appoii ted and vſed acrainſte 
the very nature of that, whiche we call 
mLatm Ludus, and in Engliſhe. leite: 
and thert foze is a verie corruption of 
lawkull crerciſe , whiche God hath per» 


mitted viito vs, and a verie turnyng vÞ- | 
ſide doune of true andlawfull pla ie. Fo 


all plaic is appointed foz men, and vſed 
and received emonereſt them, for twoo 
endes oncly:that is to ſaie, cuher for the 
erercvie of the bodie,02 for the recreation 


of the Spinite, And how J prate pou, ts 


the bodie ercrciſed, when the Plaicrs be 
wie, and det 1:othpurr in a maner, but (it 
ſtill continually?Oꝛbou is the nude of 


man rekreſhed.vihen there is nothing en 


bothe ſides, t ill the endeof p game. beit a 
wcarilome toylyng of the mindte, ſome 
tymes in rare to loſe, ſometymes glad 
when the Die and Cardes goe 1 it. 
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fometymes frettyng, when thei goe a» 
gainſt ic ? Be ũdes all this, the loſer an⸗ 
grie, ad chaffvug for his lalle, the wins 
ver alſo haupng his gretdie deſire ſatif- 
ficd, when he hath ill gotten and poſlels 
ſed that, whiche he ceuetouſlie de ſired 
an other mannes. Js not this J pꝛaie 
you , to nouriſhe in our boſomes, not 
ſparkes, but whole flames of iniquitie, 
the verie imbers and aſhes whereof, we 
ought to caſte trom ve? Nat able ts that 
counſcll of the Aliſeman, if wee would 
bee ruled by it. Flic from ſynne as from 
Serpent: ſot if thou commeſt too nete 
i it will bite thee: the teeth thcreof ate 
u the teeth of a Lion to ſlaie the toulcs 
ol men. 

Fiftlie, and laſtlit. the iuconuemen⸗ 
tes ( what (ate I inconuemences) Maic. 
ſynnes and hoꝛrible ſpares, whiche dat 
ly tnſue vppon the vſe ol the ſe unlabiutt 
Games , make theſe mancr of piaton 
ges vnlawfull , Chat Chorild I reckon 
p, che curſynges, ſwearinges, and bea: 
due blaſphcmics of the name of God, 
together with the bꝛawlynges, quaret- 
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lynges, and fightvnges commolie v(ez 
emong the Gameſters Of whiche thin 
ges, though wee our ſelues had no erpe- 
rience (but here I muſte ſaie, chat theſe 


hoꝛrible wickevneſſes art ouer rife, am 
common emongeſt vs) pet the Cuul 
lawe would ſette it out vnto vs: whiche 
doocth confiſcate the place it (elf, where 
men haue plated at ſuche ſuche vnlaw- 
full Games, as it were nothyng that 
ſuche a place, by reaſon ofthe euill, that 
ozdinarelic hath been there committed, 
is rather a fitte S ie for filthie Swine, 
then a meetc houſe foz any honeſt man, 
to dwell in alter ward. Thy Could ! 
touche the greedie,and couetcous deſire 
of the platers,napyng continuallie, am 
greedelie deſirvng, to gette that the one 
from the other, in the lawtull poſſeſſion | 
whercof, the Lode hath placed them 
Chat necve J to ſpeake of the commd 
hypocriſie aud deccipt vled in theſe Ga 
mes, while ſt many makyng choſe with 
whom thei plate, to belecue thei haut 
good & unc, thei diſiemble and countet 
feite , as though thei had an ill Game, 
thereby 
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thereby alluryug the other to greater 
loſſes. 

To what ende (ould T rehearſe(ſe 
yng al men knowe it the miicrable wa: 
ſtyng of theſe good thynges, whiche che 
Lowe hath giuen vs, as tyme, money, 
and ſuche other like?! Al! whiche chynges 
ifthet be conſidered,bee maniteNtiic and 
diretlie-anatuſt che expꝛeſſe wooꝛde ol 
God. J might alledge a greate number 
Mother circumſtances aud reaſons, v£ 
rie apt and fitte, againſt this deteſtable 
plate, hut this that I haue hethe: ta ſaid, 
wi*J hope bee ſufficient foʒ guod men, 
and ſuche as will im nac good coun- 
ſell, Touchyng the other, as thunmke it 
will bee verie hard, „ca, an imgoſſ. b e 
matter, to mme them {rauc their vant- 
tie ( ſa is the piraſure of ſonne rooted in 
their hartes) ſo I thinſte that the godlie 
Pagiſtrue ſhould take oer, for the 
dudelyng of uche diſodered perfoves, 
ether by latyng'vppon them great e pe⸗ 
nalties , and mercementes, 6: 5» harde 
and ſtraite impiſanumt , oz eis byſome 
other godlie and lawfull meane, whiche 

c. v. the 


Tertull. 
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the Magiſtrate (all thinke mecte tobe 
vſcd, But bere perhapyes ſome will fate 
we can auoide theſe miſi hetus. therſoꝛe 
why ſheuld wee rot plate at theſe Gaz 
mes? Jauntuere, it mate bee ſo, that 
ſome menne maic in decde in theu plaie 
fozbeare al theſe wickedrneſes, But ſhal 
T tcl you whet J thinke*Surelp J am 
perſu aded, that tet are as rare birdes 
bponthe ycarth , as a blacke Swanne, 
£2a white Voaun, Belibes, if T 0;culd 
greumtthet men could vit plate, with- 
out theſe mtichicfcs, yet it would net 
oflowe, that plaiyng et Cordes #4 Diſe 
were lawtull. Foz I haut befoze proued 
the vnlau lulnes of theſe gamte, and be: 
ſide declared , that whether the plate it 


ſelk bee lawſull or unlawfull. yet it is at 


no hande lau ſul, to plaie at the ſame for 
monty. Nou a wozte oꝛ two, out of the 
fathers and ceunſelles, for the onerth2os 
wyng of Diſe and Cardes, Tertullyan, 
81d ſome other auncicut wuters, haue 
accounted that. which we call Alea, that 
is Cardes and Diſe, and other plates of 
lot, and chaunce , ſynne ag ainſt the holy 
ghoſt, 
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ghoſt, And though thei ſwarue muche 
from the truth in mak y na it ſo hemous 
a ſinne, vet haue thei thereby leſte. a te · 
ftimonie vnto the world, of their areate 
diſukyng, and vtt er diſlal e wyng, and 
tondemnyng ofthe ſame. Auinbroie ann 


Chriſoſtome, condemne all maner of * 


plaies,and therfore theſc of Cardes — 
Diſe. But a Can cher wou! * here! 

whp doe ycu not ſoto: J dung — 
fo2 that matter, J haue ſhe wd ſame 
reaſous before, in the thirde Charter of 
the trratie. Alt dg vng theſe Authoꝛs at 
this tyme, as pzoofes htreot᷑.that it the 
cannot allowe any marcr of Game, 
muche [cfe will thetallowe, viidan-futl 
and cuul Games. Ciprian, ina booke 
whichehe dia v vite againſt rhet? plates, 
Mrmeth, that thet arc the Ocriilles in 
uentton, whichhe taund out and forced, 
to haue the Tools + Jtuocrie, in area: 
tervſe andcommendationa mane mr 
and therefoze he condermeth ie, 44d no 
dettht vpon very good gro d. # 02 cue- 
tymuention of the Deuil' is accurfe >, 
and ought not either to be 113 vie or ofhy 
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mation. emongſt thoſe which be Chiti 
ans. Bernatd echoꝛteth certain ſouldiars 
that were at Jeruſalem, to whom he du 
wite,to be at utter defiaunce with Car- 
des and Otle , Nicholausde Lyta, in ( 
little booke of lis named Przceptorium 
puttethdoune nine reaſons, fo2 tuery of 
whiche, theſe kindes ofÞ9lates ought to 
be pzohibited amongſt Chaiſtians , and 
exiled from the congregation of God, J 
will not pu: doune the woes and rea 
ſons he vſeth, becauſe thei be ſomewhat _ 
long. It is enouqh to note his conſent ; ; 
with the reſt, diſliking of theſe wicked 
and vnlawfull crerciſes, Mailter Caluin 
a ſingular inftrument of the Churche of 
God, wiiceth thus. There are other cox 
ruptions whiche ſhoote at this marke. 
Foz Diſe and Cardes(as thei call th?) | 
howſocuer ther ſemed not to appertaine 
toluperſtition, yct were thei the mea- 
nes of other vices, and bꝛought in enery 
where, muche hurte and miſchiefe. And 
as touchyng theſe plaies, we would not dn 
fo murhe cor demne them, if men in v- wn 
ſyng of them would weigh what were 
lawfull, 
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| lawfull . But where J pꝛaie pou ſhaſl a 
man finde, that ſobernes and moderati- 
on + Firſte, there is no other thyng any 
where , by whiche men are ſo hindered, 
tuen as it were by birdlime,ſo that it c 
tupieth all their wittes and ſenſes,no o⸗ 

ther wiſe then if thei were bewitched. 
But as thei which art accuſtomed theres. 
uno, cannot ſo eaſely bid them fart wel: 
ſo he which hath a little withdꝛawen his 
ſeote, hall quickly and eaſciy loth them 
al, Nom, thei which giue ouer them (cl: 
uesto ſuch thinges, and gor on foz ward 
that madneſſe. whatſoeuer thet be, fall 
into many miſeries and gretfes . It is 
well enough knowne , that Eames can 
net paſſe without blaſphenes,decertcs, 
math, bꝛaulyng, and other ſuche like in- 
coneniences, Dow many good houſcs, 
have by the ſame, bin as it were cut vp 
ad rooted out: Fo no man keepeth a 
meaſare, but either he doeth quick!y,02 
dit were at once waſte hym ſelf , oꝛ by 
little and fire, conſume that whiche he 
hath ,Chiefly where queſtion is of gay· 
wig, it can hardlpbe, but that by ſome 
one 
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ant meane o2 other, God hymſelf ſhouly 1 
he oitended. CCIhereloꝛe it is very Mofi- | 1 
table, to be as muche as mate free rem & 
theſe Games:but beſt of all it is, Whalie | nu 
ud altogether to abſtaine trom them, } at 
foz the more plaine p2oofe and de- | be 
mouſtration of chefe woꝛdes of Mailter | w 
of 


Caluin, concernyng the diltrugtion aud 

querthzowe of families and houſholdes, | ay 
I dare aduouche , and that vpon credite | thh 
af good Hiſtoziographers , that it hath ( wi 
vndocn ſondꝛie Rynges of Alia , andas | yy 
it were lubdued their eftaie . And one | << 


Bohemus wuting of the maners, lawes | 
and of Coũcries, ſhe wech that the Ger» | tha 
mancs haue hin ſo muche giue n to this | ſay 
plate, chat when thei haut loſt al chat thai | ofc 
had, ther wauld at che laſt caſt, plaie t | the 
their lyctie. Peer Martir iu his Conv | tie 
mentarics v32ou the baoke of Judges, | kao 
bath. tcu229 lus tzdgement touchpag | (hat 
leck 
Ne 
done 
ther 
Acad 


plus, aud aiſu aunſweteth an obiertion 
92 two, tha: the vpholders and manta 
ners ol che unt, haue vſualipin thei 
mouthes, His waves ate theſe. 

chere were nothong els , to keart — 
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wair from plaies: Let vs ſoꝝ Gods ſake 


weigh this, how greate the penuxie of 


tyme is. Thelawe of God requireth ſa 
many due tie a, that nat aur whole life is 
able co pert nme them: and pet ſhall we 
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heſtawetyme in Plaies*Ule are other» 
| wile ſutficientiy ſicke with couetouſnes 
money, with ambition to overcome 
n excell other. hy doe we ſtirre vp 
theſe diſeaſes with Plaies ? But thou 
welt ſaie, thele thinges are neuer ſticted 
iam :aut now thou mu remember 
that thei maie caſelp be ſtirted vp. And 
nt muſt ſee not onelp ta aut ſeluts but 
that wee bayng no other alſo, unto the 
lame d ca ſe. Theſe thinges arc ſpoken 
Ache honeſt kinde of plates. Tf ſo hee 
there be any wyiche doe plaie, beyng in 
tiled wich couetouſneſſe, let theſe meu 
kaowe, that thei rather like euill Mar- 
chances crafficke,chen plaie, Foz they 
kkekeuo other thynx , bur filthie gaine, 
Neither ſecke thet pleaſure , whiche in 
hoaeſt plaies is the chiefeſt,. hut ther ſeke 
their owne thynges , aud that by ſilthie 
meanes, And when thei wjiche delight 
immode⸗ 


pheſ.s 19. 
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jmmoderately in plaies doc ſafe. There 
muſt be ſome pleaſure in the life, where« 
by we mate bee recreated, there requeſt 
ts to be crrannted: bit in che meane tyme 
thet muſt be admoniſhed, that there are 
other pleaſures mode honeſte. Paule to 
the Epheſians the fifte Chapter ſaierh, 
Make vnto you ſelues in Phlmes, 
Hymnes,and ſpirituall longes,fingyng 
and makyng melodie in yout hartes. 
Ard the fame wiitethhe vnto the Co- 
tofſians, Terrnl'i5 in Apologertico faith, 
that Chitfttans vſed co aſſemble toge: 
cher, to their moderate Suppers , and 
when ther were refreſhed with meare, 
tei ſang dintne pratſes,07 rerited ſome» 
thyng out of the holy Serypterrets , 16 
uokyng one an other by Hem . Andby 
this means thet returned ſober home, 
And Mailter Deatyng our owne Cour 
trie man, anda deare Safnct of God, 
hath the wordes. Shall we thinker we 
hane the ſpirite of God, o any poꝛttoni 
Jus Chute , who ta his everlaſipng 
contiwuaunce „cannot finve fnche ples | 


ſure,as in a utſare of a vatae lile, that ſo {ror 


dung 


| 
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dainly appeareth,andis no ntoꝛte : CTI ho 
in the gloue ol his preſence, and Mage la cap. ad 
ftie ok his Father, can ſee no ſuche de · Hieb hd. . 
igt as in Cardyng, Diſyng, Daun⸗ 
ſyng, and ſuche like woꝛkes of repꝛoche 
and ſhame and hoꝛrible confuſion, 

In the Canons of the Apoſtles 
(whiche arc ſo called, and counted verie 
auncient )this plate of Diſe and Cardes 
is platnlie foꝛbidden, and altogether re» 
iected, The woordes there putte doune ©, apo. 
aretheſe. A Miniſter or Elder,or Dea- can 4. 
con, whiche giueth hym ſelf to Diſe, 
Cardes, and drunkenneſſe, eithet lette 
bym ceaſſe there from , ot be depoſed. 
The fixte Connſell ot Conftantmople, Concilium 
hath theſe wodndes. Wee decree that no Conſitant. 
manne, whether he bee Clarke ot Laie — 
manne , fro thistyme forward plaic — T 
1 Diſe or Catdes. Now if am manne 144. 
ſhall from this tyme foxward attempte 
to dor it, ifhe bee a Clergie manue (as 
wee vſe to call hym commontie, whiche 
is ol the Miniſterit) let hym bee depui⸗ 
ud, he bee a Late mannt, let hym bee 
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Fliberis,itis thus decreed. If any faiths (om 


full manne plaic at Diſe or Catdes, le and 
it pleaſe hym to abltaine :and if he um 
mende and leaue ot, he maie after aye that 
res ſpace, bee teceiued to the Comme] ru 
nion. Dea, and twoo godlie Spnodes,| nt 
helde not many peres ſince tu Fraunce,! 4c 
the one at Rochel the other at Nimam / Di 
by the Paſtours, Cldcrs,and Deacow| ,,4 
of the refozmed Churches of that k nt 
dome, haue with a full and plaine 
ſent, vtterlie fozbiddentheſe vnla 7 
Games, I thinke theſe teſtimonits aw| t, 


— —— 


witneſſes are ſufficient, | dixe 
See how ſome altogether condemn he 
it, and other calleth it, the inuentian 


the Deuill:an other ſaieth, it is belle n — 
together to abſtaine from them. Th] ,,'7 
Councelles ſaie, the Clarke ſhalbee de 1,4, 


pztued ifhe vſe it, and the Laye tobi 
Excommunicated, and nut recttutd u f 
the Communian, in a peres ſpace or pe 


One woald thinke that theſe thpages| puni 

were ſufficient enough, to diſcourag| req, 

menne from theſe vaine andidleerers! jr, 

ſes, but pet fo} pzomiſe ſake, I wil ads! jn,,,, 
N ſome ul 
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| (mewhat moe, taken out ofthe Ciuill 
le and Canon Lawe z and out ofthe Bap - 
*nmes them ſelues againſt theſe }Slates, 
chat whT thei hall ſee in al ages,though 
a never ſo coꝛrupte, and emongeſt all per · 
5 ones, though neuer ſo ill and wicked, 
it," theſe dete ſtable Plates of Cat des and 
Dit, to haue been teiected and condems 
= ned, thei mate learne to walke in better 
nder, and perfectlie to fozſake their foy- 
. mer vanitie and ſpnue.; 
There is an old Lawe ofthe Noma⸗ 
nes, and is pct at this date, founde iu the 
ol dizeſtes, whiche {aieth thus, Hany one 
* 
* 
db 
vl 
puniſhe hym accordyng, as the matter 
requireth , ſo that he ſhalbe caſt,cicher 


a 
if 
: into the quarries to digge ſtones, or cls 
4 


In N. de 412 


2 * tortbus & has 
have beatẽ hym, with whom he plaicd betur. lb., 


at Cardes or at Diſc, or haue doen ya Vandec.tit.g. 
any wrong: or it duryng the tyme that 
mother plaicd with hym, ſome thyng 
hath been taken from ſum, or his houſe 
rodbed , I will dooe no luſtice to hym 
ſaich the Pretot. If any haue cõſſtained, 
or petſwaded an other to plaie, I will 


into the common ptiſons. Hence Jn 


| p.ij, ther 


| 


eA Glase 


ther the vnlawfulneſſe or cheſe Þlaies, 
becauſe the Magiſtrate, will neithers 
warde hym the money, whiche hath 


wonne it, no? puniſhe the wong that] that 


one of them doeth to an other, when the 
plaie at theſe wicked Games. The 
grounde and occaſion of whiche Lawe, 
J take it to be this, that the Hagiſtrate 
was info2ced to vſe this hard extrem 
tie „ of omit tyng of ad miniſtration 

Juſtice,. and giuyng libertie to beate one 
an other, and to fight one with an other, 
becauſe that by other meanes , the fro 


ward and vnb3ideled nature of manne, | (9d 


could not bee tamed 02 ſubdued, Toth 


adde the Decree of the godlie Empern| mn 


Cod tuſtun tit Iuſtinian. Hauyng regard ſaieth he)to 
43-lib.z. our Subiectes wealth, we by this lawe, 


ptohibite in all places, and to all ſorts The 


of people, to plaie either in common 
houſes, or priuate houſes (it is as muth 
as it he ſhonld ſaie, either in Innes, Tx 
uernes, Alehouſes,02 in ms owne how 
ſes (at the plaies of Cardes and of Die, 
neither ſo muche as to be looker on. And 


pts | 
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Alittle after, by the fame Lawe he chargeth Biſpoy 
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pes and Palkours , diligentlie to take 
heede therevnto, and enioyneth them, 
that fo2 the refozmatian of this cuill, 
thei vſe and imploye the power and au · 
thozitie, of the Tudgts aud Gouernours 
ve, | of their ounces , as is [ſpecified in 
ate | Autene de Sacrolan. Epiſc. 5. Interdici- 
mus. TUlherc alſo he doeth pꝛohibite by 
; of! name, that no Biſhop, Elder, o2 Ota⸗ 
ne} con, ſhould either plaic them ſelues, 02 
tr, looke vpon them that plate, 

W EptheLawes and Statutes ol that 
ie, dodlle citie Geneua, the verie makyng 


m thynges, is expreſſehe fozbidden vppon 
to] daine to fozfeite, not only the thinges ſo 


his] Cardes and Diſe, and ſuche other The lawes of 


ve, made , but alſo thzee ſcoze Dhtilpuces, pag. v. lin. 28. 


ten The ground of whiche Lawe J take to 
on ber this, that the cauſe beepng taken a 
| waie, the effece alſo is remoued and ta 
kenawaie.And therefoze thei haut very 
godlilie, and Chyiſtianlie pꝛolibited the 
makyng of theſe thynges,followpng no 
doubt therein, the verie example and pos 
| icieofthe Lozde,who becauſe he would 
ane his people to abſtarne from Jdola- 
d. Uf. trie 


th 
* 
UW 
ſe, 
nd 
p. 
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| 1. Tunoth. 3.3. 
&c. 
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trie,vocth foꝛbidde them the makyng of 
all maner of Idolles. Dea the Cum 
L awe,(whiche came in when the man 
ners of the Churche. wert marucilouſhy 
comupted, hath this plaieinnolefſeve- 


tcſtation, Diſtinct, 35. cap, Epiſcopi g 
Either let then ceafle to plaik , o let 


them bee condemned, And Tu. 1. lib. 3.] tied 
Decretal. cap. Chroni . Lette thtimmt ano 


plate at Dile 02 Tables, neither lette\ 
theim bee preſent at ſuche plaies . Pea, 
but chet will ſaie , theſe Lawes haue tt 
ſpc>e toEccieſtaſticall perſones, That 
is true. But what then : Therefoze 
bindeth not vs. J deny the conſequent, 
Fox Paule in his Epiſtles to Timothie 
and Ticus, rchearſpng what qualities 
ought to bet in a Biſhoppe 02 Paſtour 
of the Churche, declareth what cen 
thinges are ta be required ofthe church 
Mimiller, as, that he muſte bee vum 
proneable, the houſ bande of one wile, 
ſober, modeſt, not qiuen to filthie loett. 


not couettous, xc. Shall wee therefoxt 
ſaie, that none of theſe rhinges,onghtts 
bee in OE 


oug 


ke! 
tha 
a: 
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the wooꝛde of SOD would preſently 
foppe our mouthes, whichc bothe in the 
old and newe Teſtament requireth both 
heſt, and many other due ties of godli · 
neſſe and Charitie, to bee in them chat 


Chriltes name 
| There bee ſome cdynez es that bee (a 


ESE STEER 


tied to the perſones of Binilfers, chat in 

X | anowinarie ſtate of the Churche , thet 

te) oughenot to bee ſeparated from them, 

| of whiche ſoxre, I take tobee peachyng 
of the woo2de , Piniſterpng of the Das 

| cramentes, conteiuyng pꝛatets lu the 

Congregation, xc. Others chere atr, en 

whiche though thet bee requtred inthe 

firft place of che Miniſter, verauſe he ts 

to make hym ſelt an example and pa- 

terne ofholineſſe of life tous flocke,vee 

thei doe alſo belong, as it were in the . 

code place, to the Churche and Con. 
gregation of G D, in as muche as the 

Lode doeth in bis holle worde, require 

of all his chidꝛen, a ber, honeſt, and ho 

ute. And in this reſpece , I thinkt 

he the Lawes pzohibitpng theſe plaics 

189 _ ung 
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alſo onfallowe aud diſtike of the ſame, i 
their flockes and Congreg ation. Let vs 
come now to ſhewe the rudgemeat,cha 
the Heathen menne baue had of th | 
matter. 

M. T Gon- Lullie, in an oxation he made again 
tra. Catihm. Catalina , uphadeth hym and lus cam. 
panuns alter this maner , ln thoſe 66- 
cs were conueriaunt, all that were 
Diſets and Carders,all chat were adul- 
texers , all that were impure and vo- 
Mameſaſte, impadent aud ſhamcleſle 
menne. Dee inch what a toute, as O 
ren in one pake, and vices as it were in 
leparably ioyued together, he ioynet⸗ 
men giuen oner to theſe. plaies of Oile 

aud Cardes. And in mother Ozation, 
whiche he made before all the Senate, 
„Herne AE againſte Marcus Antonius, be caſteth | 
2 " bymiathe teeth wich tius, as one of the 
mote gretuous cremes, which he could 
late agarnit hum, becauſe by dſed co plate 
at that Game, mache the — | 
call Alu, that is to ſate, actadmg ob 
time, at the piaie of Cardes aii of Diſt 
and other ſuche Games, latte a 


chaunct, 
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thaunte, chargyng hyw , that his houſe 
was filled with Carders aud Oilers, 
and dzuncken perſones. 

Aagultus Cziar, not withſtandyng, Suetonius i 
chat he had many excellent and greate 1. Hug 
vertuss , yet the verie bzute whiche did 


ASS = 


= 


rue emongeft the people, ſaiyng chat 

5-1 heplaied at ſuche plaies, was turned to 

his greate diſp2aiſe , and made hym to 

bet counted diſſalute. 

J 18 repoꝝted of Claudius Cæſat dem in vita 

Emperour alſo al Rome, that by many Claudi 

d: | vices, emong{ whiche his plaiyng at 

Carves, and Diſe is rehearſed, he ſhe 

wed hym ſeifto bee a foole,aud anigno- 


LA 


>” BY To 


— — 


lie, without tancludyng any thing with 
them, becauſe he ſawe thẽ plate at ſuche 
plaies,ſaipug : that it was nat me cte 01 
ſermelie, for the Lacedemonians , to 
make league, o haue any acquaimcance, 
with ſuche diſſalute and rude people, 
any of who no account was to be made. 

d. v. The 


rr 
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The Kyng of the Perfians ; ſet to 
Demetrius Ryng of Atta, Diſe of, 
thereby to rep2oche hym, ol follie, light» 
ne ſſe, and ldlentſſe. Lietie childyen knew 
this ſalyng of Cato verie well, and haut 


vith Toppe; but flee from Diſe and 
| Cardes, 6 5; 
a ſconius pe- Aſconius Pedianus wilteih „ hn 


ur e condemned , to fontitt lower tyres as 
muthe, as that whiche thei hav plaicd 
for , Horace in one verſe (@terh 
ont the yiconuentence of viv;edome, 
end platyng at Diſt & Cardryoy fung: 
Horatius m Qnem damnoſa Venus, quem prittpi 
cpillolu. alea nudat. That is to ſait : ui harm · 
| full and damneble vuhoꝛc dome, tagt ther 
with the oner rache plate of Diſe an 
-© Cardes,doe ſpotſe and mal r. 
quuenal.Satyy And ſwvcna] , puttethyir:ermouct<o 
4. vices, whiche moſte taſtlit coupe all 
| the familte , and ſhewe molle waer 
erample, in a houſe , wic he ſhouls bes 
wel! ruled. Vis woowdes fn effecte are 
. — 


* 


77 en 


it witten: Trocho lude, aha ſuge. ax 


Hanus mz. ſuche plaics were at Rome in od tyme 
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When that the father doeth be 
with { ardes and Diſe to plaie, 
In preſence of hu children youg, 
fo paſſe the ty ne aw aie, 
Hu child deeth then tale them m hunde 
tv pleaſure ſpendyng tiyme- 
And ſo at length proceeder to vſe, 
hu fooliſhe father: coyne, 


Jcould here alledremote,butc I cake 
theſe cefttimout's and examples to bee 
ſufficient, fo2 the full perfozmaunce and 
acrompliſhement,of that whiche J pꝛo⸗ 
miſed. Out cf whiche we mate gather, 
that all menne , good and bande , Chi- 
ſtians, oꝛ not Chufttans,haue as it wer 
wich one common voice, ſhewed boche 
their diſlikyng ol the ſame , and giuen 
reaſons, whp other ſhould abſtain there 
from , So that now, there ſcemeth no. 
chung toremaine , but the laſte yarte of 
this treatie, that is:to aunſwere ſuche 
mennes obicatons , as maint aine theſe 
pairs , whiche J will dooe , in as fewe 
woowdes , and as platiithe as J can, Tu 


detde I muſte confeſſe, that I am nf 


Lattull 


Eccleſiaſt. 3.4. 


40 laſt 
ſkilfullin their obiections,and therefore 
thallncither putte doune, no2 aunſwere 
all, that thei will, 02 can bꝛyng fo2 them 
ſelues. Dow beit, here J proteſt, chat ſo 
many as J can call toremembzauuce, 


Iwill plainlie expꝛeſſe, as hauyug bad 


them ol other, rather then framyng the 
my ſelf, and alſo pꝛomiſe, that if any pas 
trone of theſe coxruptions , ſhall alledge 
any mote, I will be readie to deale with 
bym , either bp freendlie conference, 02 


publike wutyng,let hym take whether 


waie,ſhalbe beſt likyng to hym ſelf, 
be vy. Chapter, 


Irtſt, thei obiect a place of 
WY, Scripture 02 twoo. Ont 
out of the thirde Chapter 
ol the booke of the Pita 
=. cher, whereas it is (ated, 


thatthereis a time to euerp purpsſe vn- 
derHeauen , Thereupon thet infozce, 
that there is a tyme to plaie at Cardes 
and Diſe, and other vnlawfull Games. 
To this J aunſwere, firſt thattheimake | 
an 
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anenill concluſion, out of thoſe generall 
termes ofthe holy ghoſte, whoſe mynde 
is not in that plate, to allot a tyme to the 
doynges of thinges vnlawfull ( of which 
ſozte wee haue befoze pꝛoued this kinde 
of Gamyng to be) foꝛ ifthat were true, 


4. vizHould ther not be atyme of whoze« 


— dꝛunckenneſſe, ok vſurie, and o · 
ther ſuche like vices : but to ſet out vnto 
vs, that there is nothyng in the wonlde 
perpetu all, and that therefore, we (ould 
vie che wo2lde,as though we vſed it not, 
becauſe che faſhion of this woꝛlde, and 
the gloꝛie thereof, goeth awaie as Clou- 
des in the winde. Thei alledge an other 
place out ofthe ſeuenth Chapter of the 
ſame booke . Bee not thou iufte ouet- 
muche, neithet make thy ſelf ouerwiſe. 
Foꝛ that is to b2yng in (ſaie thei) ſuper · 
ſtition, and to take awaie Chiti iaa li- 
bertie. CTouchyng Ciniſttan libertie, U 
haue ſpoken ſomewhat before, ſo that J 
needenot to repeate that in this place, 
Onely we are to conſider of the place al. 
ledged,and toſee , whether ſuperſticion 
: bil inſuc,vpon the takyrg awaie ofvn- 

lawfull 


1. Corn. 7.31. 
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lawful games from among Chiiſtians, 
In deede J am not ignoꝛaunt, how that 
mans nature is pꝛone to ſuperſtition, 
neuer keppng a meanc, and therefoze it 
maie be,that if theſe men ſheuld not haue 
that, whiche thei deſire and wiſhe, thet 
would fall into an other ertremitie ail, 
as vnl\wfull games. But pou lee, that 
all plaie and recreation , is not taken a 
waie, but onelp thoſe whiche fight ſo dv 
rectly againſt Goddes woꝛde, and haue 
bin with ſuche a generall conſent, diſiy⸗ 
ked and diſallowed. So that, the daun | 


ger of fallong into ſuperſiuion and ri+ | 


gon, ia taken awaie, in as muche, as an | 


houcſt aud oꝛderly retreſlung of wearied 
myndes, is left uuto Chaiſtiang , But 
lette vs cramine the place it ſelf, and ſee 


how well theſe men applie Deriprures, 
A wonderfulltiyug it is, then maines | 
harte ould bee ſv cull , to applie that, 
whichze Gad hath revetled in his wozve, 
loꝛ the beating doune ol the pave of mis 
nature, and ſynne in hum. to a leuſeneſſt 
and libertie, it uot to all ſpnne , pet col 
greate number of nulchickes and wic⸗ 
kedneſles, 


| 
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| kedneſles, The mynde of the holy Shaft 
in chat place, is toteache vs, nat to think 
muche ol any thyng, which is in vs. Foz Sorin. .. 
what baut we, that wee haue not recet- 
ued3Andif we haue recetued it, why re- 
ioyce we, as though we had not recetued 
it! Neither to be puffed vp, wich the con faiah,C4.6, 
- ſidfation of our owne rightouſneſſe,fo2 
ill our rightsuſneſſe befoze God, is as 
filthiecloutes , And pet theſe men dare 
apple it, to giue thereby libertie vnto 
the fleſhe, aud the reines to muche licen · 
tiauſneſſe, wheras we are taught by the 
; Apoſtle, toablteinenotonely from that The gas, 
whiche is euill in it ſell, but alſo from all 
appear aunce of euill. Now theſe plates 
of Cardes and Diſe. and ſuch other like, 
whiche wee compꝛehende under the na. 
mes al plates,of lot, chaunce, oꝛ hazard, 
ire (as we haue ſhewed befoze) not one» 
ly appcarpng to be euill, but be in deede 
cull and vulawitull. CClheretaze it the ads 
uerſarie ſhould iudge, that this is ouer 
—＋ ſeueritic and rigoꝛ, to tate away 
Chziltians,the vſe ol cheſe ynlaws- 
A = in deedc is nat 
true, 


—— 
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true, becauſe there is none that fozbit. | 
deth them honeſtly, and moderately, to n 
plate and refreſhe them ſelues , at allo: 
ther lawfufl plates, which maie ſerue ei- 
ther fo2 the recreation and ſolace ofthe cher 
ſpirite, oꝛ fo: healthfull , and moderate 
exerciſc ofthe bodie) then J 
truely ſate and affirme, that this | 
argue, to muche diſſolut eneſle among 
men, and diſobedience ag ainſte God, to 
appꝛoue and permit them. Chriſoſtome 
hath a notable ſatyng, in the ſirſte Ser- | 
mon oꝛ Domelie that he made, touching 
the leuſnes and diſſalutions — his time, 
aunſwearpng as it ſhould ſeeme to the 
like obtertion, Wlhen men ſaieth he cut 
of from the life of the faithfull, the thyn· 
ges which are therein ſuperfluous, they 
yng them not to onergreate auſtert- 
tie of lite, but to ſuche a — 
A thet Hould walke in. AndGrego ſaith 
Reed phe that amendeth not the hints whit 
p ſhould bee cutte of, committeth che (ef 
ſame hingrs,au0 heath the faulte ofa 
daer laide vpon hym, who negiecteth to 
amende that, whichehe mate and * 
I 
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tramende. 

Thirdlie , thei oblecte , that ſeeyng 
thei can plate at theſe Games, without 
oches,anger,coucteouſneſſe, contention 
hawlpnges, and ſuche other like incou⸗ 
veniences , thei waie lawfully vſe the 
lame: IJ aunſwere to this twoo maner 
| of waies ; Firfte,that either verie hard» 
te, 02not all, thei ſhalbee able to per- 
ſwade to any godlie manne , that kno- 
| weth ( by what meanes ſoeuer it bee, it 
| killeth not, whether it bee, by erperi- 
encein hym ſelfe , oz by the truthe of 
Gods wooꝛde) the euill and coxruption 
of mannes harte, the truthe of this their 
aſſertion, Fox I ſuppoſe thit , there is 
not one whiche vſeth theſe Games, 
though he plaie fo2 ncuer ſo little, muche 
moe if he plate foz a greate wager 02 
umme, but he hath in hym a greedie 
del to winne. Whiche verie deſire is 
tull and naught , becauſe it coueteth 
that, whiche is an other mannes. And 
v doubte of it, as there is in then, this 


deſire to haue an other mannes:(o there 
lothſomneſſe and vnwillyngneſſe, to 
A. t.. loꝛgot 


eA Glaſie 


foxccoe their owne , TWhiche when thei 
haue loſte, though many tymes theicy! Hues 
uer it, with a faire countenaunce , matatie 
abſtaine from outwarde anger, pet u ſrience 

Prouer.14 13- Salomon ſateth, Euen in laughyng thel ta thel 
hatte is ſorowfull, and the ende Tag lea 
mirthe is heauineſle. o thei fegte is 
wardlie , and it grerueth theim at 
harte, that thet are defeated of that 
whiche thet had to winne an other n 
nes, and haut loſte their owne, And ton kt; 
chyng the truthe ofthelerhinges, J 
aſke no better Judges oz witneſſes, ithi 
then the conſcicuets and mouthes of 
menne them ſelues, moſte giuen to chi g will 
plate, it thei v ill freelie and truelie, wih rz th 
their tongues confeſſe , that whiche by 
daicly experience, thet feele in their ha 
tes. 

Secondhie J ſaie, that though the 
could platc without ell theſe perturds 
trons (whiche thyng J can hardelie bee 
heught to ye. Id vnto pet maie not thel 
[awfullic plate at theſe Games, the u 
lawfulneſſe of whiche , J haut befor —_ 
ſhcwed, Lette theim rather "—_ chein iche 

(elues af 
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»! (ues to vſe ſuc he lawfull and honeft re 
Wicreation, as thet mate with good con. 
1 ſriences , and not runne headlonglie in- I 
belts theſe mantfolde miſcheefes : From 
tithe leaſte of whiche , cuery one of vs 
C farre forthe as GDD lhall 
t vs able) cokepe our ſelues fc 
tleane. But thei ſaie againe, wee 
t fo well rekreſhe our ſeluc s with | 
w'any kinde of Game oz hole, as with 
s and Dile , Nowe ſurche J 
the ſate true, and that wh:chthet 
As a reaſon fo2 the vic of cheim, 
willtake foꝛ a reaſon axaiaſte theim. 
a chis, to witte that wee take ſuche 
pleaſure in theiin , not onelte 
to mike them ſuſpected vnto vs, 
argueth alla the vnſaw*ilnclfe of 
Fo? who knowerh nat the JIoets 
mg tobte true. Ruimus per vetitum 
Ve ranne hehloaglie into nile 
8 koꝛbidden vs. 
Ind why J pzate vou, ſhould there 
* de as greate recreation, in the game 
nice Cheſtes, the }Ihiloophers game, 
1 Uſuchelike, whiche in all mens Jud · 
| ea, gementes 
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tes, are counted lawfull , as 
the Cardes and Diſe , and ſuche 
whiche are condemned, with ſo g 
a conſent, as is before declared, The 
fenders ofthis kinde of plate, are 
further toobiece, what if wer will ſole! u 
ſtowe our money? Are w nö Ln —of 
ol our owne thinges?Wle doe no w ti 
to our neighbour. Wee take not a 9 
other mennes goodes. Thele 7 
haue thei continuallie in their mouth c 
But thei ought to vnderſtande, thaty u 
is their ductit.to vſe pour ownet u 
well, in perkoꝛ myng whereof if thei n 
ſt 
0 
n 
a 
t 
0 
n 
t 
> 
| 
F 


flacke, then let them knowe, that 
thei (hall render an accounte , foz the 
beſtowpng and abuſyng of Govs 
gittes, of whiche the Lozde hath 
theim Stewardes koꝛ atyme , and 
that it is thednetic of the Magiſtratt 
ſee too and tedꝛeſſe that abuſe. B 
thei are derpely to conſider, chat GD: 
giuetij theim money, that thereby tho 
might haue meanes, to pʒouide fo} 
families, and to nouriſhe theim, and 
helpe the pooꝛe, and nat to caſte theim 
chaum. 
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chaunce,and to put them to the ſlipper» 
neſſe of Foztune , Further, all, but ſpe» 
ciallie Chyiſtians,bepng Gods childzen 
oucht to repzelent the Image of God, 
(who gouerneth and ruleth all thynges 
withreaſon) as mother thpnges , ſo in 

id chat with godlie conſcience, diſcre- 
tion, and fozelight,chei dooc ſuche thyn: 
ges as thei ought to dooe. Againe, who 
can judge otherwiſe , then that thus to 
conſume money, as not to be a Love o- 
uer his owne thpnges, but a tpzaunt,e- 
uen as ifa Ryng , becaule he hath the 
rule and aucthozinic ouer his Subieces, 
ſhould not onely ſpople theim of their 
goodes, but of their life alſo, without a 
ny good reaſon 03 lawfull cauſe , Adde 
alſo hercvnto,that if any thyng bee got · 
ten by theſe meanes , the ſame is called 
ofmany , filthie gaine . And if it were 
not of it ſelf, filchie gaine,but onely got · 
ten by tuill name and repoꝛte ( whiche 
I thinke fewe will deme, yet would the 
Poet Minus tell vs, that Damnum ap- 
pellandumeſt cum mala fama, luctum, 
that is to lait: 


7. . That 
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That game whiche 15 gotten, 
with an ewll name: 

Is to be called loſſe to hym, 
whiche getteth the ſame, 


And therefoze we ſhould er- 
Heither is it ot any foxce , whiche ſome 
ſaie. Theſe exertiſes are moſte fit fo2 the 
inter, when the daies are foule , and 
the nightes long. Fon the fouteneffe of 
the weather and the length of rhe night, 
cannot alter the nature of che thyng, as 
of vilawfull to make itlawfull, Tfrhey 
wil replie thus. we may not vſe theſe, 
wee knowe not how to ſpende the tyme. 
To this J air1f'vere, chat there are hos 
neſte ererciſcs of recreation, whiche a 
Chaiftian matic well and lawfully vſe, 
Pea ſate thet , but wee can not plaie at 
them, and theſe wee haue learned alrea- 
die. Hereto J fare, firſt that it is and hath 
bin in them. Turpe diſcere dedifcenda,a 
filthiethpng to learne thynges, whiche 
afterwardes muſte ber foꝛgotten. De» 
condlie, that chet ought to foꝛget theſe, 
and if that by ſingyng of Pſalmes, rea 
dyng 


| 
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dyng of the Scriptures,and other good 
bookes , and ſuche like heauenly ererct- 
fes , thei cannot recreate them ſclues, 
thento vſe ſuch fawfull and Godly erer- 
ciſe as betommeth Lhziſtians , and not 
to giue them ſelues oner , to theſe wic⸗ 
ket plaies of chatmce oz haʒarde. Ano- 
ther obiection ther make thus. TTle are 
Gentlemen, and men of good counte« 
naunce tn the common wealth,and mas 
my tymes haue reſoꝛte bothe of our e- 
qualles,and ſuperto1s to vs, who would 
glad iy plaie at ſuthe Games, ill pou 
haue vs to bee ſodiſcourteous , that we 
ſhall not keepe them compantie , J aun» 
ſwere, that thoughthat, whiche we call 
turte ſie, conſiſteth partelyin this, that a 
man maie plaie and recreate hym ſelfe 
with others, yet it permitteth vs not, 
to plate at deteſtable plaies with them 
(ſuch as theſe plates art) but onely allo- 
weth vs to ſpoꝛte our (clues , at honeſte 
and lawtull plates, and that in meaſure 
to, and ſo farreforthe as netde ſhall te- 
que. So that if the one be inſtructed, he 
not in reſpecte of curteſie, to peeſdeo 
an 
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an vnlawfull thyng, fo2 the others ſake, 
Tf neither be inſtructed , then bothe arg 
to knowe, that the vſe and exerciſe 
oftheſe Games, is a thyng 
vnlawfull and con- 
demned,and 3 
there- m__— < 
foze not tobe vſcd 
of them. 


FINIS. 


